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Par Marina Lewycka: Two Caravans
before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my
time, and al praised Two Caravans:

‘A funny, charming, rollicking road trip’ Observer 0
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Description : Description du produitFrom the author of the international bestseller A Short History of
Tractors in Ukrainian comes a tender and hilarious novel about a crew of migrant workers from three
continents who are forced to flee their English strawberry field for ajourney across all of England in pursuit
of their various dreams of a better future. Somewhere in the heart of the green and pleasant land called
England isavalley filled with strawberries. A group of migrant workers, who hail from Eastern Europe,
China, and Africa have come here to harvest them for delivery to British supermarkets, and end up living in
two small trailer homes, amen'strailer and awoman'strailer. They are all seeking a better life (and in their
different ways they are also, of course, looking for love) and they've come to England, some legally, some
illegaly, to find it. They are supervised-some would say exploited-by Farmer Leaping, ared-faced
Englishman who treats everyone equally except for the Polish woman named Y ola, the boss of the crew,
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who favors him with her charms in exchange for something alittle extra on the side. But the two are
discreet, and all is harmonious in this cozy vale-until the evening when Farmer Leaping's wife comes upon
him and Y ola and does what any woman would do in this situation: She runs him down in her red sports car.
By the time the police arrive the migrant workers have piled into one of the trailer homes and hightailed it
out of their little arcadia, thus setting off one of the most enchanting, merry, and moving picaresque journeys
across the length and breadth of England since Chaucer's pilgrims set off to Canterbury. Along the way, the
workers fantasies about England keep rudely bumping into the ignominious, brutal, and sometimes
dangerous redlities of life on the margins for migrsin the new globalized labor market. Some of them meet
terrible ends, some give up and go back home, but for those who manage to hang in for the full course of this
madcap ride, the rewards-like the strawberries-prove awfully sweet-especially for the young Ukrainians
from opposite sides of the tracks, Andriy and Irina, whose initial mutual irritation blossoms into love.

Prsentation de I'diteurTwo Caravans is the hilarious and engaging second novel from bestselling author
Marina Lewycka. A field of strawberriesin Kent... And sitting in it are two caravans - one for the men and
one for the women. The residents are from all over: miner's son Andriy is from the old Ukraine, while sexy

young Irinais from the new: they each other warily. There are the Poles, Tomasz and Y ola; two Chinese
girls, and Emauel from Malawi. They're all here to pick strawberriesin England's green and pleasant land.
But these days England's not so pleasant for immigrants. Not with Russian gangster-wannabes like Vulk,
who's taken a shine to Irina and thinks kidnapping is a wooing strategy. And so Andriy - who really doesn't
fancy Irina, honest - must set off in search of that girl he's not in love with. 'Immensely appealing. All but
sings with zest for life...could hardly be more engaging, shrewd and winningly perceptive' Sunday Times
'‘Extremely funny, closely observed insights, scenes of farce, tragedy and horror' The Times Literary
Supplement 'Hilarious and horrifying, Two Caravans is funny, clever and well observed' Guardian
Bestselling author Marina Lewkyca has received great critical acclaim since the publication of her hilarious
first novel A Short History of Tractorsin Ukrainian in 2005, which was the winner of the Bollinger
Everyman Prize for Comic Fiction 2005, winner of the Saga Award for Wit 2005, shortlisted for the Orange
Prize for Fiction 2005 and longlisted for the Booker prize 2005. Her other humorous novels We Are Al
Made of Glue and Various Pets Alive and Dead are also available from Penguin. Two Caravans is published
as Strawberry Fields in the USA and Canada.From Publishers WeeklyU .K .-based L ewycka, a Booker and
Orange Prize nominee for 2005's A Short History of Tractorsin Ukrainian, follows up with a Chaucer-
inspired tale of migrant workers trapped at global capital's thuggish bottom. After being helped into England
by men like Vulk, an armed, lecherous creep of indeterminate former east bloc origins, a disparate group of
strawberry pickers begins a pilgrimage-like search for labor across the countryside after their philandering
bossisrun over and crippled by hiswife. Among them are two Ukrainians: Irina, a nave teenager from Kiev,
and Andriy, aformer coal miner. After abrief stop in Canterbury, the workersfrom Maawi, China, Malaysia
and elsewherearrive in Dover with their loyal dog. There, they unexpectedly meet shady recruitment
consultant Vitaly, who promises jobs in the dynamic resurgence of the poultry industry. The plot moves
slowly, and things get worse for the group. Lewycka doesn't have a perfect command of all the cultures she
aims to represent, making some of her satires broad and unfunny. There are, however, captivating scenes
(some not for the squeamish), and many of the characters are complex and multifaceted, Irinaand Andriy in
particular. As a send up of capitalism's grip on the global everyman, Lewycka's ensemble novel
complements Gary Shteyngart's Absurdistan. (Aug.) Copyright Reed Business Information, a division of
Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.From The New Y orker This affectionate follow-up to Lewyckas dbut
novel (about a Ukrainian family assimilating to contemporary Britain) plays out similar themes of immigrant
struggle on a broader scale. A cast of itinerant characters realize that picking strawberriesin Kent is more
lucrative than white-collar jobsin their homelands, and narrate their journeysin the spirit of Chaucers
pilgrims. Among them are a domineering Polish woman and her mild-mannered niece; a seventeen-year-old
Malawian whose innocence isin inverse proportion to the tragedies of his past; two giggly but intellectual
Chinese girls; and a pair of antagonistic Ukrainians (she the educated daughter of a professor, he the
pragmatic son of aminer). Lewyckas stylistic quirks can sometimes fall flata dog with Disney-like abilities
to rescue characters gets a recurrent speaking rolebut the jostle of voices creates an effervescent comedy,
beneath which lies amore sombre look at the costs of globalization. Copyright 2007 Click here to subscribe



to The New Y orker



