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Description :

Prsentation de I'diteurElmore L eonard meets Denis Johnson in this explosive first novel set on the seedy side
of Southern California.Ex-marine Jimmy Boone-former bodyguard to Los Angeless rich and famous-is
fresh out of Corcoran, on parole, and trying to keep his nose clean until he figures out his next move. He has
ajob tending bar on Hollywood Boulevard, serving drinks to tourists, and is determined to put the past
behind him. But trying to do the right thing has always been Boone's downfall. When he backs up a buddy
on a hero-for-hire gig-looking into the mysterious death of akid on a downtown bus-he once again finds
himself in aworld of trouble. As Boone learns more about the boy, an innocent who got involved with the
wrong people, hisinvestigation becomes a mission. Along the dangerous margins of Los Angeles, he
encounters down-on-their-luck drug dealers, avengeful stripper, a dog-fighting ring, a beautiful ex-cop, a
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vicious crime boss and his crew, and afortune in counterfeit bills. Before long, Boone realizes that his quest
to get at the truth about a ruthless murder may also turn out to be his last chance at redemption. This Wicked
World is a knock-out blend of superb writing and breakneck storytelling that grabs you by the collar and
makes it impossible to stop reading.Revue de pressePRAISE FOR THIS WICKED WORLD:
"Terrific....Even the most ruthless villains are drawn with an unexpected sensitivity to their essential
humanity.” (New Y ork Times Book Marilyn Stasio)"Lange isincapable of creating a character that isn't
memorable. Even the most minor are indelibly sketched....Lange has a knack for miniature Southern
Californiatableaux, those things that we notice out of the corner of our eyes....The zone where literary
fiction meets genre fiction is a crowded borderland these days. With This Wicked World, Lange proves
himself comfortable on both sides of the line." (Los Angeles Times Antoine Wilson)"Lange draws indelible
characters and writes deadeye dialogue, and hisL.A. is as parched and pitiless as the desert that surrounds
it....ThisWicked World is wickedly good-and we have afeeling that Lange is just getting started.” (Booklist
Keir Graff)"Memorable....Richard Lange's first book set the bar so high that his sophomore effort had almost
no chance of living up to the hype-except that it does, an L.A. Confidential for the 21st Century....It'sa
sharp, literary crime novel with the kind of lean and sparse prose that writers like EImore Leonard and
Richard Stark honed to arazor's edge. It's also aworthy entry in the proud tradition of Los Angeles noir
novels started by James M. Cain and Raymond Chandler....A lot of writerstry to write like this, but Lange
just doesit and he makesit work." (Daily Beast David J. Montgomery)"Set in L.A., Lange's visceral, hard-
hitting first novel puts him squarely in the ring with the best young neo-noir writers....Lange, the author of
the story collection Dead Boys, shows he has the potential to put his own distinctive mark on the mythology
of Los Angeles." (Publishers Weekly)"Ex-con tries to keep straight in this hard-boiled first
novel....Compelling characters. Even the minor players are fully-formed, and Lange manages to depict a
little bit of L.A. with each one....Smartly entertaining noir." (Kirkus s)" Stylistically brilliant, painfully and
truly observed and rendered, Dead Boysis not just one of the best collections thus far this decade: Dead
Boysis one of the best short story collections of the past fifty years, right up there with Barry Hannah's
Airships, Chris Offutt's Kentucky Straight, James Baldwin's Going to Meet the Man, and Flannery
O'Connor's A Good Man IsHard to Find." (San Francisco Chronicle Eric Williamson)"Anyone left who's
keen on noirish flicks like Heat or Chinatown, or finds kindred spirits in Thomas McGuane, Denis Johnson,
or Charles Bukowski, will find comrades among these dead men." (Rocky Mountain News Clayton
Moore)"The best debut collection we have read al year....Y ou could shelve Lange between Denis Johnson,
Richard Ford, and Richard Y ates, and no fights would break out...Lange writes with tremendous heart.” (E!
Online Tod Goldberg)"It's violent, it's truthful, and it's devastating.” (New Y ork Times Book Marilyn
Stasio)Prsentation de I'diteurElmore Leonard meets Denis Johnson in this explosive first novel set on the
seedy side of Southern California.Ex-marine JJmmy Boone-former bodyguard to Los Angelessrich and
famous-is fresh out of Corcoran, on parole, and trying to keep his nose clean until he figures out his next
move. He has ajob tending bar on Hollywood Boulevard, serving drinks to tourists, and is determined to put
the past behind him. But trying to do the right thing has always been Boone's downfall. When he backs up a
buddy on a hero-for-hire gig-looking into the mysterious death of akid on a downtown bus-he once again
finds himself in aworld of trouble. As Boone learns more about the boy, an innocent who got involved with
the wrong people, his investigation becomes a mission. Along the dangerous margins of Los Angeles, he
encounters down-on-their-luck drug dealers, avengeful stripper, a dog-fighting ring, a beautiful ex-cop, a
vicious crime boss and his crew, and afortune in counterfeit bills. Before long, Boone realizes that his quest
to get at the truth about a ruthless murder may also turn out to be hislast chance at redemption. This Wicked
World is a knock-out blend of superb writing and breakneck storytelling that grabs you by the collar and
makes it impossible to stop reading.



