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Description :

Prsentation de I'diteurNearing her one-hundredth birthday, Roseanne McNulty faces an uncertain future, as
the Roscommon Regional Mental hospital where she's spent the best part of her adult life prepares for
closure. Over the weeks leading up to this upheaval, she talks often with her psychiatrist Dr Grene, and their
relationship intensifies and complicates. Told through their respective journals, the story that emergesis at
once shocking and deeply beautiful. Refracted through the haze of memory and retelling, Roseanne's story
becomes an alternative, secret history of Ireland's changing character and the story of alife blighted by
terrible mistreatment and ignorance, and yet marked still by love and passion and hope..co.ukThe acclaim
that has greeted Sebastian Barrys The Secret Scripture is varied and enthusiastic, and it's not hard to see
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why. When Frank McGuiness praised it for raw, rough beauty and described Sebastian Barry's fiction as
unique and magnificent, this claim was no hostage to fortune; just a few sentences of the prose here will
convince most readers of the justice of those words. Asin the best-selling A Long Long Way, Barry is
concerned with the imperatives of telling a story, but in aliterary form that is rich with both psychological
understanding and a skilful conjuring of time and place.Roseanne McNulty may (or may not) be on the point
of nearing her 100th birthday -- but thereislittle certainty about thisfact. In her twilight years, her destiny is
uncertain, as the Roscommon Mental Hospital -- her home for so many years of her life -- is on the point of
closing. Asthe fateful hour approaches, Roseanne spends her time of talking to her psychiatrist of many
years, Dr Grene. The relationship between the two is strangely interdependent, and the doctor is aso
attempting to come to terms with the death of hiswife. Aswe learn more about the two principal
protagonists, we are presented with arich and subtle picture of human relationships -- and the (often
unintentional) damages that we all do to each other. The form of the book consists of the separate journal s of
Roseanne and Dr Grene, and we gradually learn about Roseannes family in Sligo in the 1930s. What
emergence is a poignant personal history; it is also a subtly ambitious picture of nothing less than the Irish
psyche at a particular point in its history. There are echoes here of another great Irish chronicler of the
human condition, William Trevor, and The Secret Scripture is no worse for that. --Barry ForshawFrom
Publishers WeeklyThe latest from Barry (whose A Long Way was shortlisted for the 2005 Booker) pits two
contradictory narratives against each other in an attempt to solve the mystery of a 100-year-old mental
patient. That patient, Roseanne McNulty, decides to undertake an autobiography and writes of anill-fated
childhood spent with her father, Joe Clear. A cemetery superintendent, Joe is drawn into Ireland's 1922 civil
war when a group of irregulars brings a slain comrade to the cemetery and are discovered by a division of
Free-Staters. Meanwhile, Roseanne's psychiatrist, Dr. Grene, investigating Roseanne's original commitment
in preparation for her transfer to a new hospital, discovers through the papers of the local parish priest, Fr.
Gaunt, that Roseanne's father was actually a police sergeant in the Royal Irish Constabulary. The mysteries
multiply when Roseanne reveals that Fr. Gaunt annulled her marriage after glimpsing her in the company of
another man; Gaunt's official charge was nymphomania, and the cumulative fallout led to a string of
tragedies. Written in captivating, lyrical prose, Barry's novel is both a sparkling literary puzzle and a stark
cautionary tale of corrupted power. (June) Copyright Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier
Inc. All rights reserved.



