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Description : Description du produitBestselling historical novelist Bernard Cornwell returnsto the
battlefields of the Iberian Peninsula with Sharpe's Havoc, where the lieutenant and his men bravely fight the
French invasion into Portugal.It is 1809, afew years after Lieutenant Richard Sharpe's heroic exploits on the

battlefields of Indiaand at Trafalgar, and Sharpe finds himself fighting the savage armies of Napoleon
Bonaparte as they try to bring the whole of the Iberian Peninsula under their control. Napoleon is advancing
fast in northern Portugal, and no one knows whether the small contingent of British troops stationed in
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Lisbon will stay to fight or sail back to England. Sharpe, however, does not have a choice: He and his squad
of riflemen are on the lookout for the missing daughter of an English wine shipper, when the French
onslaught begins and the city of Oporto becomes a setting for carnage and disaster.Stranded behind enemy
lines, Sharpe returnsto his mission to find Kate Savage. Sharpe's position on enemy grounds is precarious,
and his search is further complicated by a mysterious and threatening Englishman, Colonel Christopher, who
has his own ideas on how the French can be driven from Portugal. Christopher's scheme is dangerous, and
Sharpe and his Riflemen are the only obstacles standing in hisway. Suddenly, a newly arrived British
commander in Lisbon, Sir Arthur Wellesley, unknowingly comesto Sharpe's rescue. Just when Sharpe and
his men seem doomed, Sir Arthur mounts his own counterattack, an operation of breathtaking daring that
will send Marshal Soult's army reeling back into the northern mountains.Sharpe's Havoc is a classic Sharpe
story, based on real history, and areturn to Portugal in the company of Sergeant Patrick Harper, Captain
Hogan, and Sharpe's beloved Green-jackets, who can turn a battle as fast as Cornwell's readers can turn a

page.

Prsentation de I'diteurA small British army is stranded when the French invade northern Portugal and
Lieutenant Richard Sharpe meets the future Duke of Wellington.Sharpe is stranded behind enemy lines, but
he has Patrick Harper, hisriflemen and he has the assistance of ayoung, idealistic Portuguese officer.When
heisjoined by the future Duke of Wellington they immediately mount a counter-attack and Sharpe, having

been the hunted, becomes the hunter once more. Amidst the wreckage of a defeated army, in the storm
lashed hills of the Portuguese frontier, Sharpe takes his revenge.Soldier, hero, rogue Sharpe is the man you
always want on your side. Born in poverty, he joined the army to escape jail and climbed the ranks by sheer
brutal courage. He knows no other family than the regiment of the 95th Rifles whose green jacket he proudly
wears..co.ukOne thing is as sure as death and taxes: that each successive Bernard Cornwell novel will be as
exhilarating as its predecessor. Sharpe's Havoc continues the trend, demonstrating once again why the
Richard Sharpe books by Cornwell are among the most cherished examples of historical derring-do around.
While the novels are all assiduously detailed, with a precise sense of period, Cornwell knows how essential
it isthat his hero, the danger-prone Richard Sharpe, is as vividly characterised as ever. Trueto form, in

Sharpe's Havoc we never lose sight of the character of the protagonist and the many members of the
idiosyncratic supporting cast. Thistime, we are taken to the spring of 1809 when afew British soldiers are
stationed in Lisbon as Marshal Soult undertakes his assault on the garrison of Northern Portugal. It's not for
Sharpe and histrusty crew of riflemen to dwell on the finer points of politics when they are sent into the city

of Oporto to save the lives of two British women who have elected to stay. But when one of the women,
Kate Savage, goes missing, Sharpe (along with Sergeant Patrick Harper and severa battle-hardened
colleagues) finds himself besieged in the city when the bridge over theriver falls to the enemy. The English
are forced on in a desperate journey back to the safety of the British encampment, but things become very
murky when an enigmatic English officer informs them that they will be staying in the hellhole that is
Northern Portugal. Cornwell admirers will know exactly what to expect, and all the heady pleasures that
distinguished such earlier books as Sharpe's Battle and Sharpe's Company are fully in place here, with the
added impetus that comes from a notably picaresque narrative. All the central characters are drawn with the
customary forcefulness, and instead of the expected tension and release that is the hallmark of most
Cornwell novels, there's a steadily increasing excitement engendered here that |eads to an all-stops-out
finale. --Barry ForshawFrom Publishers WeeklySharpe fans who may have worried that Cornwell's popular
series was drawing to a close can heave asigh of relief-the 19th entry (after 2002's Sharpe's Prey) brings the
up-from-the-ranks rifleman back to the Peninsular War where the series began, among such familiar
comrades-in-arms as Sergeant Harper and the "old poacher" Dan Hagman. In the treacherous villain role
without which no Sharpe adventure would be complete, the Shakespeare-quoting Colonel Christopher plays
both sides of the fence in an effort to contrive a peace between the warring parties that will leave him arich
man. But Christopher hasn't reckoned with the new British commander, Sir Arthur Wellesey, the future
Duke of Wellington, who arrives in time to catch Marshal Soult's invading army by surprise. Meanwhile,
Sharpe and his men, cut off in a Portuguese village, hold off superior French forces with the aid of
Lieutenant Vicente, a Portuguese lawyer, poet and philosopher turned soldier. Sharpe's antilawyer barbs, as
well as some later banter about the troubled relations between the English and Irish and between the Spanish
and Portuguese, provide comic relief, while Kate Savage, a naive 19-year-old Englishwoman seduced by
Christopher, lends relatively minor romantic interest. A delicious scene at Wellesley's headquarters, in which



Sharpe has to account for his seemingly inactive role, will please aficionados, as will the ringing words with
which Cornwell closes his customary afterword on the historical background: "So Sharpe and Harper will
march again." Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.



