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Description : 

Prsentation de l'diteurFour-year-old Olivia MacBride's parents were Hollywood's golden couple - until the 
monster destroyed their beautiful home and took Livvy's mother away from her for ever. The monster with 
her father's face...Protected by her grandparents, Olivia grows up in the sanctuary of the lush rainforests of 
the Olympic Peninsula, and learns to bury the past deep within her. Despite the years that have passed, she 
still yearns to know the truth about her childhood. And now she just might get the chance. Noah Brady, a 
young writer, wants to tell the story that has become a part of Hollywood history. But before Olivia can 

confront her past, she must safeguard her future. For the monster walks again....comOlivia MacBride and her 
parents, a fairy-tale Hollywood family, had everything--fame, fortune, and love. But when 4-year-old Olivia 
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awakens one night to find her mother brutally murdered and her father, Sam, standing over her corpse, the 
little girl's dreamland dissolves before her very eyes. Whisked away to the sanctuary of the Olympic 

Peninsula by her grandparents, Olivia learns to bury the past deep within her. Determined to protect herself 
from painful memories, Olivia limits her life to the emerald rain forests and the River's End resort. Years 

later, when Noah Brady arrives on her doorstop, Olivia allows her defenses to slip and opens herself to the 
passion that sparks between them. When she learns that Noah is fascinated with her mother's death and is 

writing a tell-all novel, Olivia is devastated. But as Noah helps Olivia acknowledge the lingering effects of 
her painful memories, she learns to trust him again. With careful research and the apparent cooperation of 
Sam, Noah begins to unravel the mysteries of that night. However, soon after Sam's release from prison, 

dangerous threats begin to pursue Noah and Olivia. When the killer enters the serenity of their world, Noah 
and Olivia must face the dark secrets of the past, or fail to secure a safe future. With the same skills that 

earned her the 1997 Romance Writers of America Lifetime Achievement Award, Nora Roberts convincingly 
peers into the complex minds and motivations of her characters. Though Roberts stumbles in her attempt to 
write with the voice of a 4-year-old child, her luscious descriptions of Hollywood glamour and rain forest 

wilderness ring realistic and true. Both longtime fans and new readers alike will enjoy the intriguing 
suspense and electric passion in this romantic thriller. --Nancy R.E. O'BrienFrom Publishers WeeklyHer 

signature florid style again serving a suspenseful mystery combined with a fated romance, bestselling 
Roberts (Hot Ice) tells a Helter Skelter-type Hollywood horror story lurid with murder, drugs and insanity. 
One summer night in 1979, four-year-old Olivia Tanner finds her doped-up father, Sam, bloodied shears in 
hand, poised over the dead body of her movie-star mom. Haunted by the image of "the monster" pursuing 
her, Olivia is sent to live with her grandparents in the Pacific Northwest, where she is sheltered from her 

memories by towering Douglas firs. Two decades later, the specter of the "monster" returns. From prison, 
her father urges young investigative reporter Noah Brady?son of the police detective who discovered Olivia 

after the murder?to research the crime. Noah accepts this task eagerly, heedless of Olivia's rebuffs and 
undeterred by violence and danger, especially after Olivia begins to remember the crime. The denouement 

brings both of them into a bloody confrontation with the past. Roberts's careful research, particularly into the 
ecosystems of the forests of the Pacific Northwest, makes for vibrant background detail. Her artful 

manipulation of the plot, contrived so that amour and horror escalate in tandem, reaffirms her ability to 
deliver entertaining fiction. 275,000 first printing; 300,000 ad/promo; Literary Guild and Doubleday Book 

Club main selection; author tour. Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc. 


