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Description : 

Prsentation de l'diteurJustine Picardie has spent the last decade puzzling over the truth about Coco Chanel, 
attempting to peel away the accretions of romance and lies. In this critically acclaimed, bestselling biography 

she shares the history of the incredible woman who created the way we look now.Coco Chanel was an 
extraordinary inventor - she conjured up the little black dress, bobbed hair, trousers for women, 

contemporary chic, best-selling perfumes, and the most successful fashion brand of all time - but she also 
invented herself, fashioning the myth of her own life with the same dexterity as her couture.While Chanel 
was supreme innovator and vendor of all things elegant and beautiful, what lies beneath her own glossy 

myth is far darker. Throwing new light on her passionate and turbulent relationships, this beautifully 
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constructed portrait gives a fresh and penetrating look at how Coco Chanel made herself into her own most 
powerful creation.Justine Picardie brings the mysterious Gabrielle Chanel out of hiding, to celebrate her 

great achievements. She examines Chanel's enduring afterlife, as well as her remarkable life, uncovering the 
consequences of what she covered up, unpicking the seams between truth and legend, yet keeping intact the 

real fabric of her past.Revue de presseFascinating. . . . Intriguing reading. . . . In researching this book, 
Justine Picardie has shown as much doggedness in uncovering her subjects life as Chanel did in disguising 
it. (Edwina Ings-Chambers, Sunday Times)I thought there was nothing more to say about Coco Chanel, but 
Picardies recent book does a great job of depicting a difficult and compelling 20th-century icon. (Kate Betts, 
The Week)Gripping. . . . In the deftest prose, Picardie lots one of the most extr4aordinary lives of the 20th 

Century. The book is lavishly illustrated, too, with images of iconic outfits and intimate photos from Chanels 
private albums. (Mail on Sunday)Elegant. (Frances Wilson, Daily Telegraph)Captivating. . . . Wonderful 

photos and illustrations. (Dianne Dempsey, The Age)Picardies biography on Chanel is not only stunningly 
presentedit features photos, pictures and fashion drawings by Karl Lagerfeld on almost every pagebut 

brilliantly written. (Fiona Purdon, Courier-Mail (Australia))Prsentation de l'diteurJustine Picardie has spent 
the last decade puzzling over the truth about Coco Chanel, attempting to peel away the accretions of 

romance and lies. In this critically acclaimed, bestselling biography she shares the history of the incredible 
woman who created the way we look now.Coco Chanel was an extraordinary inventor - she conjured up the 
little black dress, bobbed hair, trousers for women, contemporary chic, best-selling perfumes, and the most 
successful fashion brand of all time - but she also invented herself, fashioning the myth of her own life with 
the same dexterity as her couture.While Chanel was supreme innovator and vendor of all things elegant and 

beautiful, what lies beneath her own glossy myth is far darker. Throwing new light on her passionate and 
turbulent relationships, this beautifully constructed portrait gives a fresh and penetrating look at how Coco 
Chanel made herself into her own most powerful creation.Justine Picardie brings the mysterious Gabrielle 

Chanel out of hiding, to celebrate her great achievements. She examines Chanel's enduring afterlife, as well 
as her remarkable life, uncovering the consequences of what she covered up, unpicking the seams between 

truth and legend, yet keeping intact the real fabric of her past. 


