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Description :

Prsentation de I'diteurFollowing A Change in Climate, this brilliant novel from the double Man Booker prize-
winning author of Wolf Hall is a coming-of-age tale set in Seventies London.It is London, 1970. Carmel
McBain, in her first term at university, has cut free of her childhood roots in the north. Among the gossiping,
flirtatious girls of Tonbridge Hall, she begins her experimentsin life and love. But the year turns. The mini-
skirt falls out of style and an era of concealment begins. Carmels world darkens, and tragedy waits in the
wings..comHilary Mantel's seventh novel examines the pressures on women during the 1960s to excel--but
not be too successful--in England's complex hierarchy of class and status. Pushed by a domineering mother,
Carmel McBain climbs her way through the pecking order and ends up at London University as an
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acquiescent and undernourished teenager, achieving the status so desired by her mother, but too weak to
make use of it or pose athreat to anyone. Though thisis Carmel's story, it reflects on a generation of girls
desiring the power of men, but fearful of abandoning what is expected and proper.From Publishers
WeeklyCarmel McBain is a bright Lancashire-1rish child whose mother isfond of telling her, "your father's
not just a clerk, you know"-though, in fact, heis. As Carmel grows up, this snobbish tendency
metamorphoses into the brutal driving force of the girl's young life. As ateenager, with ambition bullied into
her, she alternates between nights spent locked in her room to study and days filled with the "routine
sarcasms of nuns." Carmel's move from posh convent to London university isalonely one; at school, she
undergoes a disturbing loss of self-awareness. Between her mother's ruthlessness and the cruelties of the
nuns, Carmel's self-worth has been damaged, with near fatal results. Mantel's seventh novel (but only her
second to appear here, after A Place of Greater Safety, 1993) is a powerful coming-of-age story that
meticulously highlights the patterns of self-inflicted cruelty sometimes taught to young women. It perfectly
conveys the confusion of one contemporary Catholic girl, and provides a subtly moving take on the mystery
of anorexia nervosa. Despite its grim subject, the writing, replete with sharp humor and evocative details of
1960s England, is never self-indulgent. Irony prevails stoutly over sentimentality, while the finale delivers a
surprising twist of horror that will shake readersto the core. Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information,
Inc.



